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~' 1', 'APPROA'CHI.Ni~_~:';_LAf\J~1rRQM; THE, WEST DUR I NG THE,
.:: EARLV MORNING' HOURS;"OFI8 JUNE, PROJECTED
.:; 0PER ATION S 0 F': L. II BERTY tOR THE M0 RNI NG AND
~ A~TE~NOON or THE DAY WAS, TO PROCEED TO A POINT

13 NAUTICAL. MILES ~ROM THE COAST or UAR AT
~. ~1-27~2N 34-00E (POINT ALPHA) THENCE TO 31-22.JN
~ 33-~ie (POINT- BRAVO) THENCE TO 31-31N 33-00E~
" ( POI 'oJ T Cj.j ARL ! E) RE;TRAC,ING T/oj rS TRAeK UNTIL NEW

ORDE~S RECE1VED. SHIP WOULD OPERATE NORTH or
THIS TRACK AT-ALLiTlMES. IF" PIXES COULD NOT E3E
ACCUi1 ATEL)Y .... 0 BfA ! NEDA S' PO rNT .JCHARL. I E WAS
APPROACHED IT~WAS INTENDED TO' HEAD DUE NORT~
JNTt ,_I THE'lOO' F''A THOM CURVE WAS CROSSED AND THE
TRAC~ MOVED~ TO'THE;-NORT~LTO MORE OR ... ESS MOVE
eACK0AND FORTHjON~THE GENERAL.AVER~G&OF' THE
100 ~iHHOM'CURVE. 'NOR,MAL,: STEAM-ING SPEED WAS
TO BE1F'ijVEKNOTS. ,N,ORMAL.' STEAMING -COL.ORS WERE
FLOWNI AND\,.NORMAL NAV}GA TI ONAL.' L I GHiS LI GHTED AT
~IGHTo H'ERE/IWAS~, NO,,71NTENTION>TOSTEAM 4T DARKEN
SHIP ATANYT1.ME' ANO'· THE SHIP'DID NOT EVEN
~XERClSE;ATdARKEN'SIH P DR! u. DliR I NG 111E DEPLOntfNT ~

2. ALL TIM ES'" BRAVa UNLESSOT ~ERI-HSErN0 ! CAl' E:J :
0754, STE AM! NGON 130 T, SPD t n :I<";~' r S
0849 PASSED THROUGH POINT ALPHA CHANGED CSE'

TO 253T
o85 0, SrNGL. E' JET AI C (U NI DEN. T ) ~- ! F. 1)) CR0 SSE0 ,+ ' j, ,\..0" , 0

,,,;';f.f.};iA.STERN' 0 151 ANCE 3-5I1II..¥S<"c.l~CLED SH 1P vr-.... \~~:: Of ~;.....
,#c' "~OM}STQD', ,TO P·ORT AND:~ETuRNED:ro UAR .t',.\~fO~· C'-\'':)'V~\\I'~
.e~"V -. , " ,,\t""'i:J '-.1110. \t.v e (,,\.,\:. .
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. ~AVAL MESSAGE SECRET NAVY DEPARYMENT

TIofREE MTB'S SIGHTED ABAF"T STARBOAfilD
BEAM' 01 STA"NeE 4-5 MrLES

MAI NLAN 0 ~ . L0 CAT I NG TWO TR'A ~J SMITT ED
(L18ERTY 0807422 J~N)~ .
DECREASED SPO TO 5 KNOTS
ANOTHER Ale CIRCLED SHIF .~ HIG~

ANOTHER Ale CIRCLED SHIP LOCATING THREE DRAF'TED
F'OR TRANSMISSION AT 081022Z (BUT MAY NOT HAVE
aEEN' TRANSM I TT6D)
PASSED THROUGH POINT BRAVO CIC TO 2831 I

EXERCISED AT G~Qg DRILL . ;"':0'1! ~
SECUR~ 0 F' ROM G R ' . . ':t . . t:J1C",'f ~ ,. c gQg 0 ILL "',1;' ;.'y1lt1."" ""'~,.", .
TIolREE SMALL SURFACE CONTACTS HEL.D ON tVElfJfJ,.,: :,' " I"~ •. .,..". .•.• ~
RADAR 32,,000 YARDS BEARING 0821 .. REPORTED v>,>. ;'1', '"_ r:'r
TO BRIDGE AS THREE SURfACE CONTACTS ~ .!'(4~ I~~'"
RADAR REPORTS POSSIILE AIC PASSING OVER . J 40
SURF'J\CE CONTACTS
SINGLE A/C'SJGHTED APPROACHING SHIP fROM
135 DEG RELATIVE 5~6 MILES DISTANCE~

ALrlTUDE APPROXIMATELY 7000 F'T. AIC'
PASSED DOWN TRACK OF' SHIP
LOUD EXPLOSION. PORT SlUE AMIDSHIPS
SOUNDED GENERALi ALARM ~ i.ARGE F' I RE IN
VICINITY OF', FRAME 85. 01 LEVEL WHER~

FUEL.1 FOR MOTOR DRIV&N fIRE PUMPS ARE
LOCATED g
ALL: AHEAD F'LANK SIGNALLSD BY ENGINE ORDER
TELEGRAPH
SHIP UNDER REPEA TEO AI RAT TACK WITH: TWO
OR MORE AIC MAK1NG COORDINATED STRAFING~

ROCKET p AND INCENDIARY RUNS OVER S~IPg

TIofREE' MAJOR ;'IRES TOPSIDE COVE~" \lCJ LARGE
AREAS OF' S~lP WIT~ FLAMES AND ~EAVY

SMOKE A TGTAL.: or EIGHT MEN WERE KILLED
OR DIED AS A RESULT OF INJURIES RECEIVED
DURING THE AIR ATTAeK. ONE KILL.SOIANO
ONE MORTlL.LY WOUNDED ON BRIDGE, T~O,

KILLED A,"MACHINE GUN 51, ONE KILLED AT
MACH1NE GUN 52, ONE DIED FROM WOUNDS
REce~VED ~N THE MAIN DECK STARBOARD SIDE,
AND TWO 0.1 ED or, WOUNDS RECS I VEO ON THE
01 LEVEL'PORT SlDE~ APPROXIMATELY
SEVENTY F'~~E WOUNDED, INCLUDING
COMMAND I NG o,r'fCER" THROUGIofOUT TOPS I DE
AREAS FROM SHRAPNEL AND ~HOCK OF' .
EXPLODING ROCKETS~

BEGAN MAKJNG TURNS 'OR 1~ KNOTS

0905
1056
1126-

1403
1405

1353

1358

1132
1310
1348
1351-

1405

1405­
1410

=============----- ---_.

(TIME
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- NAVAL MESSAGE SECR~r
================1426 NOTICED NORMAL STEAMING ~NSIGN SHOT

AWAV DURING AIR ATT4CK. HO~!DAY SIZE
ENSIGN H01STED ~N ~ORT VARDAR~

1428 MfS SIGNALL1NG BY FLASHING LIG~T FROM
ST8D QUARTER. LIGHT OBSCURED Bv DENSE
SMOKE ;ROM BURN1NG MOTOR WHALE30AT.

1430 ONE ROUND ;IRED BY MACHINE GUN 51.
COMMANDING O;;ICER ORDERED HOLD ;IRE.

1431 MACHINE GUN 53 OPENED ;IRE. COMMANDING
OFFICER SENT ENS LUCAS AROUND PORT Sloe
OF BRIDGE, TO GET MACHINE GUN 53 TO CEASE
F"IIUNG.

1431 WORD PASSED TO STANDBY tOR TORPEDO
ATTACK TO' ST AR80ARD. MTB COMMENCED
STRAFING STARBOARD SIDE" O~ SHIP~

1434 TOR~EDO PASSED 75 YARDS ASTERN or SHIP.
1435' TORPEDO I'U T STARBOARD SIDE AM JDSHIPS.

T~ENTY SIX MEN OlEO AS A RESULT'O' THE
TORPEDO HJT' AND MTS ·STRAF"lNG 'lRe~

1435 LOST' ELECI1'RI CAL! POW'ER THROUGHOUI1' THE
SHI".

1436 LOST STEAM PRESSURE • SECURED ENGINES AND

;.~~~~ci~M ~~~v~~~}e~~D~;iiE;;O~:£P
~'1. TORPEDO HIT IN RESEARCH COOR~INATION
CENTER WHERE APPROXIMATELY TWENTY HEN
WERe' ATG~ Q:. STATIONS. THESE SPACiS
FLOODED INSTANTLY AND MOST PERSONNEL
IN THIS SPACE: DIED OF EITHER BLAS~ OR
DRO~NING~ NO SIGNS OF LIrE EMl~.TING

F"ROM COORDINATION CENTER AND ADJACENT
SPACES., WHi1 CH COULD .NOT BE OPENED WI THour
DANGER O'~FLOOOING OTHER SPACES g .

1440 MTS'S STANDING AWAY FROM THE SHIP~ ONE
MTB HAS HULL NUMBER 206-17.

1503 ONE MTB RETURNED TO~SHIP AND SIGNALLED
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S: E' aiR! E T P·ART TWO or, TWO

SECR£I~= NAVY DEPARtMENT
=======1===

"DO YOU NEED HELP~ IN ENGLISH, COMMANOING
orFICER SIGNALLED "NEGATIVE,"

1505' MTa's RET t RED TO WAR D SH0RE,-
1507' . HEL ICOPTER BEAR I NG STAR OF DAV I 0

MARK I NGS' APPROACHEO SH I P, PORT SI DE,
HOVERING AT'ABOUT 500 lOS DIS~ANCEe

1508 SECOND HEL~COPTER APPROACHED SHIPe
MARKINGS ON HELICOPTERS ARE 04 AND 08
OR' 04 AND; 08, HEL ICOPTER MADE REPEATED
PASSES AROUND AND OVER SHIP, THE WERE
NOtOBSERWED TO PICK UP ANY BODIES, ~eRSONS
OR DEliR IS.

1519 POWSR RESTORED TO BRIDGE BUT R"UDOER DID
NOT' ANSWER &·CONTINUED STEERING FROM
ArTeR STEERING,

1536· MTS'S APPROACHI NG SH I P STARBOARD SIDE 7&8
MIL.ES DISTlNT, DURING NEXT HOUR AND A
QU~R"TER THE, MTa'S R.TURNED TO THE$HIP
SEW.&RAL1'lMES, AND BY 1113 TIofEY HADRETI REO
OUTOr'SIGHT OVER TJolEHORIZON e

1615' TWO,UN'IOENTH'lI6D JET A/C APPROA'CHED SH'tP
rR~~ THE! STBD: SID AND RECONNOITERED
rROM. A DISTANCE',

1620 AT TEMPTI NG TO, CLEA R ARE A STEIiRI NG
NORTHERLiY COURSE AT SPEEDS VARnNG FROM
o TO' 8 KNOTS, PERSONNEL CASUAL l' tES\. WERE
TREATED IN THE WARDROOM ON A COMTINUING
BASIS, DAMAGE OONTROL AND FIRE ~\GHTING
CONTROLLED n.OOD I NGAND DAMAGE'i 'S~,G INEER I NG
CASUAL~IES WERE RESTORED BUT STE~~ING WAS
BY ~IND rWQM ArWER STEERING Q

1845 ISRAEL! HEt..ICOPTER APPROACHED SH1r •

•
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NAVY DEPARTMENT•SECRET
•

CIRCLED CLOSE ABOARD AND ATTEMPTED TO
SIGNAL'· T.,.EY APf:EARErJ TO DES I RE TO LOWER
SOMEONE TO T.,.E DECK • COM~ANDING OffICER
CONSiDERED RECEIVING HIM ON pORECAST~E

BUT RULED THIS OUT AS TOO HAZARDOUS,
REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO COMMUNICATE WERE
UNSUCCESSfUL, AND AT 1852 COPTER DROPPED
A MESSAGE PACKET ON FOReCASTlE~ THE
MESSAGE, WR1TTEN ON A CALLING CARD OF
T"'E U.S. NAVAL ATTACHE TEL AVIV, ASKED
"HAVE YOU CASUAlTIES~" SHIP TRIED BY
SEVERAL MEANS TO INDICATE, DURING NEXT
TEN MINUTES THAT THERE WERE MANY
CASUALTIES BUT THERE WAS NO INDICATION
T.,.AT'THE MESSAGE WAS UNDERSTOOD.
THE MUTILATED 800IES Of THREE DEAD
CREW MEMBERS HAD NOT YET 8EEN REMOVED
rROM THE fORECASTLE AND MOST "'AVE BEEN
OBSERVED rROM THE HELIcoprER. THE
HELICOPTER DEPARTED THE SHIP SHORTLY BEfORE
SUNSET (ABOUT 1905), SHIP CONTINUED
STEAMING THROUGH NIGHT TO RDVU WITH
ESCORTS DISPATCHED BY COMSIXTHfLT,

3. fJREGOING CONSTITUTES DETAILED RECONSTRUCTION
FA'OIf QM NOTEBOOK,CIC ,LQ6" '~i:~",v1t£$"
RECOL.LECTION Of CO~NDltNG ,GFp.f'06tl,,'Cfltra'" '
ENQfNEER, GUNNERY O'FICER AND BRlDG~'P~ONN£L

ALL CONCUR.
GP-a
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